
Heron Hall Academy
Year 11 Parents information 

evening

Thursday 28th January : 5.00pm



Welcome from Mr Martin

• Purpose of the evening

• Supporting parents to understand what happens now

• Reminder of parents eve where they will receive feedback about your 
child's progress

• Housekeeping



Purpose of the Evening

• Purpose of the evening

- Answer any concerns/questions

- Teacher assessment

- Discuss other important issues



Supporting YOU with what 
happens now?
• Supporting parents to understand what happens now

- What can you do to support your child

- College Applications

- Google classroom

- Portfolio of Evidence (assessments)



Parents Evening

• Reminder of parents evening

- Thursday, February 4th, 3:30pm – 6pm.

- 5 mins appointments

- Your child needs to make appointments with their teachers

- follow teacher link at the time of your appointment

- time is short so be prepared with any questions you have



House Keeping

• Housekeeping

- Please leave questions until the end as we may answer your 
questions during this presentation

- Type questions into the chat box and we will do our best to answer 
your queries at the end.

- If you have no questions you are free to leave 





Ofqual – Consultation document – Teacher 
Assessed grades



1. Assessments to be done ‘late May/early June’

• Pupils to “engage fully” in their education for the remainder 
of the year. 

• teachers make final assessments of their students’ 
performance during late May and early June. 

• work done earlier in the year may be taken into account.

• HHA – attendance with Online learning has been 
exceptionally positive (96% on Friday), students appear to 
still be motivated and engaging with their learning. The 
majority of student are participating in online ‘assessments

• Parents – continue to support and encourage your child to 
engage with their remote learning



2. Grades based on current performance – not 
what students would’ve achieved

• Last year: teachers were asked to come up with a grade they thought 
a student would have achieved had they had set their exams. 

• This year: Grade to be based on teachers’ assessments of standard at 
which their students are performing; 

• “Teachers should assess students on the areas of content they have 
covered”

• HHA – current online assessments reflect areas that have been taught 
and assessments are based on these

• Parents – continue to support and encourage your child to engage 
with their assessments



3. Exam boards providing papers for teachers to 
mark …
• Exam boards could provide assessment papers, marked by teachers to 

help inform the grades they award.

• The exam boards could then sample teachers’ marking for quality 
assurance 

• Guidance on how teachers should take into account “factors that might 
have affected their performance in the papers”.

• HHA – students in year 11 are familiar with GCSE exam papers via 
November mocks

• Departments are on the whole setting their online assessments based 
around past exam questions

• Form tutors keeping in contact regarding wellbeing

• Parents – inform school of any wellbeing issues, ask your child about 
the assessment grades



4. … and coursework to be included
• Controlled assessment will be taken into consideration

• Exam boards would not be required to moderate their marking.

• HHA departments with NEA – Art, PE, Resistant materials, Food 
technology, Drama, Music – all these subjects are still working on 
these as part of online learning

• Parents – if your child studies any of the above – ask them to show 
you their controlled assessments



5. Teachers can use their own papers, too
• Teachers devise their own assessment materials to support the 

awarding of grades

• This could include formal tests, mocks and “substantial candidate 
work”.

• Greater weight should also be given to evidence of students’ 
performance that is closer to the time of the final assessment.

• HHA – assessment plans for after the February half term

• Parents – ask them when their assessments in each subject are



6. Exams can be completed at home

• Students’ performance aims to be assessed within their school 

• If this is not possible due to the pandemic, papers could be 
completed “in an alternative venue, including a student’s home”.



7. ‘Menu’ of exams so pupils don’t know 
which one they are sitting
• Exam papers should also be set within in a “set period of time”.

• Exam could boards create a “menu of papers” for teachers to choose 
from. 

• Not published before the assessment window opens

• HHA – nearer the time – internal exam schedule published



Your opinion matters – let the government know

• To what extent do you agree/disagree with the governments proposal 
regarding the way your/your child’s GCSE grades will be awarded

• Deadline – Friday 29th January

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/8BYI4T/

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/8BYI4T/


Year 11 at Heron Hall

• Thorough quality assurance process

• Remote Learning 

• Department Heads

• Portfolio of evidence/in class assessments



College deadline and reminders

• Deadlines are fast approaching for many sixth forms and colleges.

Please refer your child to the google classroom resource page(classwork) for 
information about deadlines.

• 18 out of 27 of the most popular sixth forms and colleges still have places for 
our students to apply to.

• Top performing sixth forms like Highlands, Ark John Keats and St Ignatius still 
have available places! Many colleges are still accepting applications for 
various courses!

• Pease see Google classroom year group for complete list of 27 colleges and 
links to further information on courses.



Importance of completing college forms

• Due to the pandemic, most colleges and sixth forms have virtual open evening 
information uploaded to their official website.

• This gives your child a unique opportunity to attend multiple ‘virtual’

events, with in-depth information on courses and campuses

• We will be running workshops to further help students with their 

application on Tuesday February 2nd.

• Deadlines are fast approaching for many sixth forms and colleges.

Please refer your child to the google classroom resource page(classwork) for 
information about deadlines.

• College applications are mostly online, with references provided for my the 
HOY /DHOY and form tutors.

• Your child must apply for at least 3 colleges. Support is available for this at 
Heron hall.



How to support your child

• Encourage your child to attend workshops and look for updates on

Google classroom.

• Attend ‘virtual’ events with your child, help email colleges and sixth forms 
about the support available for students.

• Encourage your child to apply for a variety of courses if they are applying 
for BTECs

• Make sure your child applies for at least 3 places at colleges/sixth forms 

of their choice.

• Heron Hall provides career advice, mentoring support for transitions to 
college and sixth form. Encourage your child to request the support from 
Mr Martin or Mr Abebreseh.



Where we are roughly

• 87% students of students in year 11 have applied for at least 1 
colleges/sixth form

• 55% of our students have applied for 3 or more colleges/sixth form.

• With your support, we hope to have all our students secure a college 
place on a course of their choice.



Well-being 



Google Mentoring Classroom















Question and Answers


